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Do you have interest in serving on the APC Board of Directors? Each segment will
caucus next Wednesday afternoon, December 6, from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. to select
their representatives to the APC Board. The new board will serve for two years
and meets twice a year in December and June. If you cannot attend your segment
caucus in person, but are interested in being considered, kindly contact Patrick
Archer at the APC office to let him know. Email is parcher@peanutsusa.com or
call 703-838-9500.

5TH ROUND IN NAFTA
RENEGOTIATIONS CONCLUDES

For those of you attending the APC Winter Conference next week, we have an
interesting but streamlined program for you. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Purdue has just informed us that he will not be able to accept our speaking invitation;
however, we have the pleasure of hearing from USDA’s Undersecretary for Trade
and Foreign Agricultural Affairs, Ted McKinney.
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We have all seen the surging popularity of non-dairy milk products on the market
in recent years. Until now, we didn’t have a peanut milk product offering. Well, all
of that is changing as Steuben Foods is introducing its Elmhurst Milked Peanuts –
Chocolate brand. Kimberly Behzadi of Steuben Foods will be our featured lunch
speaker on Thursday, Dec. 7, and will tell us about the launch of this great new
product which unlike some other nut milks is made from a high percentage of nuts.

42ND ANNUAL GEORGIA PEANUT
FARM SHOW SET FOR JAN. 18, 2018
IN TIFTON

We’ll be offering a special workshop to attendees on what to do when FDA shows
up at your door for an unannounced inspection. Are you prepared? Do you have
ready access to the files and record keeping that they will request? Join Amy Philpott and Steve Calhoun on December 7th at 3:00 p.m. to find out.
Have you downloaded our
Winter Conference meeting
app? You will be able to view
the registration list in real time
and request appointments with
other attendees via the app.
Go to: https://event.crowdcompass.com/apcwinter17 and log
in to download the app.
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5TH ROUND IN NAFTA
RENEGOTIATIONS CONCLUDES

The fifth round of the NAFTA renegotiation concluded November 21st and reportedly there was no
progress on the major issues, although there was some
movement in technical discussions, including on SPS
measures. The central dilemma remains, which is
U.S. proposals on a number of issues, such as auto
rules of origin and NAFTA dispute settlement, that
are considered nonstarters for Canada and Mexico
and which are opposed by the U.S. agriculture and
business sectors.
So far the U.S. is showing no flexibility on what some
call the “poison pill” issues. A few days ago, USTR
Lighthizer issued a statement that included, “Thus far,
we have seen no evidence that Canada or Mexico are
willing to seriously engage on provisions that will lead
to a rebalanced agreement. Absent rebalancing, we
will not reach a satisfactory result.“ It appears that to
this point Canada and Mexico see the U.S. “rebalancing” proposals as so unrealistic that they are refusing
to engage in discussions of them.
Informal talks will continue in Washington in mid-December, but the sixth round of the NAFTA renegotiation will not take place until January 23-28 in Montreal. Meanwhile, speculation continues regarding how
much tolerance Lighthizer and Trump will have for
continued resistance by Canada and Mexico to the
U.S. major proposals. At least publicly, Chief Negotiators reaffirmed their commitment to moving forward
in all areas of the negotiations, in order to conclude
negotiations as soon as possible.

STRATEGIC PLANNING UPDATE
The APC strategic planning effort is comprised of a
full committee of four people from each segment plus
one representative from the NPB. There is a smaller
working group called the Planning Team which will
do a lot of the basic ground work to present to the full
committee for consideration. The Planning Team has

already met and prepared work for the full committee which will meet during the APC Winter Conference. As a reminder, the Winter Conference meeting
schedule is compressed this year to allow three hours
for the Strategic Planning Committee to meet on
Thursday afternoon, Dec. 7th, concurrently with the
food safety workshop. The Committee and Planning
Team will complete their work in the spring so that it
can be presented to the APC Board of Directors for
consideration. Sincere thanks to all volunteers on the
committee for your time and efforts.

AMERICAN PEANUT COUNCIL TEAM
VISITS JAPAN
A small group of APC Export board members visited
Japan, arriving on October 29th, 2017. For the
past several years, the U.S. peanut industry and the
Japanese importers association along with the Japan
Peanuts Association (representing peanut manufacturers) have met annually, alternating countries. This
year, the U.S. delegation traveled to Japan. While
there, they were hosted by the Japanese industry for
a meeting and exchange of information, followed by
a reception. The group also had the opportunity to
visit two peanut manufacturers; Denroku, located in
Yamagata prefecture, and Tabata, located in Chiba
prefecture. Japan has been a growing market for
U.S. peanuts, and the Japanese shared that overall peanut sales increased in the past year, mainly
attributed to growing awareness of the nutritional
value of peanuts among Japanese consumers. The
U.S. shipped $21 million of peanuts and products to
Japan through August of 2017, an increase of 18%
over the year prior.
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sent to delegates who have already registered and will be
sent to new delegates after they have registered.

Plans are well underway for the 2018 IPF which will be
held April 11-13, in Athens, Greece. Registration is open
and we encourage you to register early to take advantage of the discounted Early Bird rate of $725. This
rate is available until December 31, 2017, after which
the price will revert to $825. With farmers, shellers,
exporters, brokers, dealers, manufacturers, testing
laboratories and equipment suppliers from around the
world participating, the IPF is an ideal opportunity to
network with the whole peanut supply chain. This key
peanut event is one not to be missed! The theme of the
2018 conference is “Peanuts – the Protein for Tomorrow’s Champions”, and with session topics ranging
from nutrition and allergy research to new product
launches and supply & demand, the IPF has something
for everyone. Whether you are a supplier, buyer, QA
manager or in marketing, we encourage you to attend
and find out what is impacting your market.

If you have any questions on the 2018 IPF, please e-mail
lmckerchar@peanutsusa.org.uk

A short promotional video on the 2018 event can be
viewed here. For additional information and links to
the registration page and hotel booking site, click here
or go to https://www.peanutsusa.com/industry-topics-events/international-peanut-forum.html
Thank you to all of the companies who have already
signed up to sponsor the event, advertise, or exhibit at
the IPF. If your company has not yet signed up for
these items but would like to, you will be able to purchase advertising space or table-top exhibits through
the registration pages. We have a couple of new
sponsorship slots available for simultaneous interpretation and wi-fi provision as well as unlimited Gold and
Silver sponsorship opportunities. If you are interested
in promoting your company by sponsoring the event,
please e-mail Louise McKerchar directly as this cannot
be purchased at online registration.
This year we have launched a new event app which
can be downloaded to mobile devices or used via a
pc. The app is your opportunity to engage with other
delegates prior to the event, set up meetings and see
what’s planned for the event. As we get closer to the
event we will be adding more detailed information on
session topics and speakers and will be updating the
attendee list regularly. During the IPF we will open up
the ‘social wall’, encouraging participants to post with
the hashtag #2018IPF and speakers may use the app
to encourage audience participation, questions or elicit
views . An invitation to download the app has been

Click to link to the White Paper
“It’s time to end food waste”
2018 NPBPA WINTER CONFERENCE.
The National Peanut Buying Points Association has
announced their 2018 Annual Winter Conference, set
for February 16-19, 2018 at the Beau Rivage in Biloxi,
MS.
The conference promises good educational information, great networking with industry colleagues, and
fun fellowship. The conference will kick off on Friday
evening with a Welcome Reception, followed by Educational Sessions on Saturday and Sunday morning
and end with the final Reception on Sunday evening.
You can now register online at www.peanutbuyingpoints.org or by emailing Angela at spearmanagency@friendlycity.net for a registration form. Go ahead
and mark your calendars and make plans to join us in
Biloxi!

42ND ANNUAL GEORGIA PEANUT FARM
SHOW SET FOR JAN. 18, 2018 IN TIFTON
Make plans to attend the 42nd annual Georgia
Peanut Farm Show and Conference scheduled for
Thursday, Jan. 18, 2018, from 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. at
the University of Georgia Tifton Campus Conference
Center in Tifton, Georgia. The one-day show is free
and open to all farmers and industry representatives
to attend.
Attendees will have the opportunity to visit with more
than 100 agribusinesses and organizations in the
peanut and agricultural industry. Farmers will be able
to earn private and commercial pesticide applicator certification, as well as learn about cutting-edge
research and developments during the University
of Georgia Peanut Production Seminar and industry-wide sponsored Peanut Seed Seminar.
Farm Show chairman Rodney Dawson is looking
forward to the 2018 show and having a large crowd
of farmers attend like previous years.
“I encourage farmers to attend this one-day show in
Tifton,” Dawson said. “The knowledge they will gain
from industry representatives and seminars is an
investment in the future of their farm.”
The Georgia Peanut Commission, in cooperation with
OneBlood, will host a blood drive from 9:00 a.m.2:00 p.m. during the show. At the close of the day,

42ND ANNUAL GEORGIA PEANUT
FARM SHOW SET FOR JAN. 18, 2018 IN
TIFTON (continued)
there will be nearly $10,000 in door prizes presented to
farmers, as well as a Grand Door Prize, vendor products,
certificates and equipment.
For more information on the show, contact the Georgia
Peanut Commission office at 229-386-3470. Information is also available online at www.gapeanuts.com.

GEORGIA PEANUT COMMISSION
NOMINATION MEETINGS SET
COMMISSION TO FILL POSTS IN
DISTRICTS ONE AND THREE
Nomination meetings to fill two positions on the Georgia Peanut Commission (GPC) Board of Directors will
be held during simultaneous meetings on Dec. 14 at 10
a.m. in Swainsboro and in Colquitt. The Georgia Farm
Bureau Federation will conduct the meetings to fill
terms, which expire Dec. 31, in the GPC Commission’s
Districts One and Three.
The GPC District One nomination meeting will be held
at 10 a.m. at the Miller County Farm Bureau Office at
314 East Bremond Street in Colquitt. Tim Burch of Baker
County is the incumbent in this district. Counties in District One include: Baker, Calhoun, Decatur, Dougherty,
Early, Grady, Miller, Mitchell and Seminole.

The District Three nomination meeting will be held at 10
a.m. at the Emanuel County Farm Bureau office at 320
Lambs Bridge Road in Swainsboro. Joe Boddiford of
Screven County is the incumbent in this district. Counties
in District Three include: Appling, Bacon, Bryan, Bulloch,
Burke, Candler, Effingham, Emanuel, Evans, Glascock,
Jeff Davis, Jefferson, Jenkins, Johnson, Montgomery,
Pierce, Richmond, Screven, Tattnall, Toombs, Treutlen,
Washington and Wayne.
“Georgia Farm Bureau encourages peanut farmers in the
Georgia Peanut Commission’s First and Third districts to
attend their district meetings and participate in making
nominations for these commission positions,” Georgia
Farm Bureau President Gerald Long said. “The peanut
commission plays an important role in promoting Georgia
peanuts, crop research and education and needs grower
input to effectively represent them.”
The Georgia peanut production area is divided into five
districts based on acreage distribution and geographical
location with one board member representing each district. Each nominee must produce peanuts and live within
the district for which he is nominated.
Any producer living in the district may be nominated or
make nominations at the meeting. Incumbents are eligible
for renomination. If more than one person is nominated,
an election will be conducted by mail ballot. Commission
by-laws state that a person must receive a majority of
the votes cast for a position in order to be elected to the
commission board.

GEORGIA PEANUT COMMISSION
NOMINATION MEETINGS SET
COMMISSION TO FILL POSTS IN
DISTRICTS ONE AND THREE (continued)
If only one person qualifies for the position, no election is
required, and the nominated person automatically becomes a member of the commission board. Commission
members serve terms of three years. If multiple people are
nominated for a GPC seat, then the current director will
continue to serve until the election is completed.
Founded in 1937, Georgia Farm Bureau is the state’s largest general farm organization. The organization has 158
county offices, and its volunteer members actively participate in activities that promote agriculture awareness to
their non-farming neighbors.

PACKAGING AND HANDLING
TASK FORCE

This new Task Force, which is a combination of the
eTDE and Tote Bag Task Force continues to expand
into several new areas
•

•

All major functions of eTDE are working
successfully with over 910,000 documents
uploaded to date. An error for one user was
corrected in September. It was not a system
error but a document provider was using the
wrong owner ID.
No response yet on the letter sent to the
Under Secretary. We are presently having
discussions with USDA to determine the
proper USDA channels.

•

AMS is continuing discussions with APHIS to
get phytosanitary certificates transferred to
eTDE.

•

Anyone needing copies of the latest tote
bag specifications should contact Howard
Valentine (hvalentine@peanutsusa.com) or
Christina Taylor (ctaylor@peanutsusa.com)

•

A revised copy of the new Guidelines for
Container Shipping will be presented to the
Task Force at the December meeting in
Washington DC.

•

The new research results on raising cold
storage temperatures can be found online at 		
the APRES website under Peanut Science.
•
The Packaging and Handling Task Force will 		
be meeting on December 6 during the APC 		
Winter meeting in Washington, DC. Items 		
on the agenda include the Guidelines for
container shipping, review of the latest tote 		
bag testing results, and new cold storage 		
temperatures.

THE PEANUT FOUNDATION - STEVE
BROWN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Although some Foundation funded research continues, we have been busy preparing our final report
for the Peanut Genome Initiative. We have gone
through several iterations of the draft, but are nearing completion.
Our plan is to have the Foundation board vote on
releasing the report at their December 5 meeting and
announce its availability at the APC Winter Conference. I think you will find that your research investment has been wildly successful and has opened
doors to great advances in peanut breeding.
The much anticipated release of the cultivated
peanut genome is imminent. This is a remarkable
achievement and the quality of this genome exceeds
that of any other tetraploid crop plant including cotton which was completed several years ago.
We will be meeting with USDA-ARS administration
officials at 2:00 pm on December 4 at the Washington Marriott at Metro Center. We will be updating
them on our research achievements and goals as well
as learning about their research priorities for peanuts.
We’d be glad to have representatives of the peanut
industry to join us, but please let me know if you’d like
to attend as there is limited space available.
You’re also welcome to join us for research project
reports beginning at 8:30 am on December 5. These
are 15 minute reports of 2017 funded projects.
The Peanut Foundation board meeting will follow
that afternoon. This is an open meeting and you are
welcome to join us to learn more about your Peanut
Foundation activities. We still welcome your input
into the future direction of Foundation research.

NEW INSIGHTS ABOUT SPECIFIC NUTS
AND HEALTH BENEFITS
Anyone who has followed nutritional developments
over the past several years will have come across
studies mining data from three enormous US
cohorts: the Nurses Health Study I and II and the
Health Professionals Follow-Up Study, which together span 1980 to 2012, include more than 210,000
individuals and cover millions of life years. You need
to know that there were four times as many women as men in these groups and they tended to be
white professionals, so there is a bias that this better
educated and more affluent group tended to have
better diets and overall healthier lifestyles anyway.
The findings may not be generalisable to other ethnic and socio-economic groups. That said, these are
powerful cohorts, all under the Harvard umbrella,
and have provided a plethora of insights – all associational of course, this is “prospective cohort study”
epidemiology not clinical intervention – about diet
and health. Participants in these cohorts completed
food frequency questionnaires, including what nuts
(peanuts, tree nuts, peanut butter) they consumed
and this was updated every four years.
The US National Institutes of Health has just
funded a comprehensive look at these three cohorts to see what could be learned about specific
nuts and the impact their consumption might have

on cardiovascular disease, coronary heart disease
and stroke.(1) What researchers found aligns with
the top line message about nuts and health: people
who had one 28-gram serving of nuts at least five
times a week were 14% less likely to develop cardiovascular disease and 20% less likely to develop
coronary heart disease compared to those who never
or only rarely ate nuts. Breaking this down for peanuts specifically, they found that at least two weekly
servings of peanuts was associated with a 13% lower
risk of cardiovascular disease and a 15% lower risk of
coronary heart disease. Stroke risk was also lower in
people who consumed larger amounts of peanuts and
walnuts. Curiously, peanut butter did not show the
same beneficial effects. The investigators speculated
that consumption data might be incomplete or that
typically consuming peanut butter with jelly and white
bread in the American diet (meaning added sugar,
salt and refined carbohydrate) may have blunted the
beneficial effect. Since this was not a controlled intervention study, there is no way to tell, but it remains a
puzzling finding.
The main findings in this analysis are positive, but
what is worrying is that some media reports have
incorrectly stated that the nuts consumed by the
participants in these three cohorts were raw and unprocessed, with the implication that lack of processing
was the factor that made the health benefit difference. This is misleading and confusing to the public.
The three cohorts were all free-living, working people,
not subjects in a controlled intervention. The nuts they
bought and consumed over more than 30 years were
what was commercially available at the time; nothing was specially prepared for them. That means,
in a US context, that peanuts would have been the
most commonly consumed nut and most likely those
peanuts would have been roasted snack peanuts or
processed in some other way. “Raw nut” data was not
collected on the food frequency questionnaires. For
some commentators in media reports to state, therefore, that processed nuts are nutritionally inferior to
processed ones is simply a mistake.
Where peanuts are concerned, the existing research
is clear that flavours and seasonings don’t get in the
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NEW INSIGHTS ABOUT SPECIFIC NUTS AND HEALTH BENEFITS (continued)
way of peanut health benefits. It doesn’t matter if you like your peanuts plain (dry roasted), roasted and salted,
honey-roasted or flavoured with spices like chili. Research at Purdue University in 2014 showed that the health benefits of snack peanuts are independent of how the snack nuts might be flavoured or seasoned. Linked to this, the
investigators led by Dr Richard Mattes also explored “whether consumption of salted peanuts would elevate blood
pressure, honey-roasted peanuts would elevate postprandial glycemia [blood sugar], and/or spicy peanuts would
elevate cortisol concentrations [a marker for stress]”. This is particularly important as health professionals may be
reluctant to recommend peanuts that have been salted, sugared or have added spicy flavours like chili. The Purdue
researchers showed there was no basis for any prejudice against flavoured peanuts flavoured with salt, sugar (honey) or spices. (2)
The bottom line in this three-study meta analysis is that big numbers tell a strong story and should inform public
health policy. As lead Harvard investigator Dr Marta Guasch-Ferre, said: “Our findings support recommendations
of increasing the intake of a variety of nuts, as part of healthy dietary patterns, to reduce the risk of chronic disease
in the general populations.” In practical terms this means keep eating your peanuts five times a week and substitute
them for other protein sources to get the maximum benefit. And if you aren’t doing that yet, there is no time like the
present to start.
1. Guasch-Ferré, M et al. 2017. “Nut Consumption and Risk of Cardiovascular Disease” Journal of the American College of Cardiology 70 (20): DOI: 10.1016/j.jacc.2017.09.035 and downloadable MP3 audio summary.
2. Jones JB et al, 2014. “A randomized trial on the effects of flavorings on the health benefits of daily peanut consumption” American Journal of Clinical Nutrition; 99: 490-496 supported by a grant from the US Agency for
International Development Peanut Collaborative Research Support Program.

